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GUILD WINTER MEETING TO IPSWICH - SATURDAY 19TH FEBRUARY 2011

Looking forward to seeing you all at the Winter Meeting in Ipswich. Here is your chance to finally
work off the Christmas Turkey! All towers are confirmed.

1. St Nicholas 5 10-0-0 1015 - 1045.

Located Cromwell Street.

2. St Mary at the Quay 6 7-0-0 1100–1130

Located - College St / Star Lane

3. St Clement 6 15-1-18 1145–1215

Located - Star Lane / Grimwade Street

LUNCH 1215–1330 (I think that we can all find a suitable hostelry to fill this gap)

4. St Stephen 3 6-0-0 1330–1345

(This is for those that want these–WARNING - the ropes fall in a straight line.)
Located within the Tourist Information Centre in Dial Lane between Butter Market and Dogs Head
Lane

5. St Margaret 8 14-2-23 1400–1430

Located - North Street and Crown Street.

6. St Matthew 6 10-0-10 1450–1520

Located in Portman Road

7. St Lawrence 5 12-0-0 1540–1610

Located Tavern Street / Dial Lane

8. St Mary le Tower 12 34-3-16 1615–1715

Located Tower Street

As it is winter and so we do not get cold the timing is fairly tight so we keep on the move. All towers
have actually been asked for 40 minutes ringing time (except St Stephens for 15 minutes and St Mary le
Tower for 60 minutes)–just in case we start to run late. If we run late at any tower then I will be ask-
ing for “advance parties” to go to the next tower to get them going and “keep the meeting on the 
move”.   Chris Bassett, Chairman.
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NOTE!

The Spring Meet-
ing in Liverpool
is now on 7th

May! Make sure
you have the

correct date in
your diary!



Please note that the date has been changed for the Guild’s Spring meeting to Liverpool.
This has been done to avoid the recently announced Royal Wedding and the plethora of
Bank Holidays that are around the original date. The tour will now take place on Saturday
7th May 2011 and will be based on the Merseyrail system. Chris Mew, Secretary.

DATE CHANGE FOR GUILD SPRING MEETING

GUILD AUTUMN MEETING - NORTH YORKSHIRE MOORS

York and the North York Moors Railway
was the venue for the autumn meeting of
the Guild of Railway Ringers on Saturday,
11th September 2010. It was an early start
on the 08:32 Trans-Pennine train from
York to Malton where we were taken by
coach to the first tower of the day at
Helmsley. Here the fine ring of 8 were put
to good use with a selection of methods
being rung. It was then back on the coach
to ring on the 6 at Middleton and then on
to Pickering station to catch the mid day
train to Whitby. The Guild had its own
reserved section of the train which was
hauled by class 9F number 92214 as far as
Grosmont. As 92214 is not permitted to
run over the Network Rail line between

Grosmont and Whitby an engine change took place with “Black Five” 45428 taking us through to Whitby.
Here the members dispersed amongst the local fish & chip shops to enjoy the local fare. This built up our
stamina for the steep climb up the steps to the ring of 10 at Whitby where amongst other methods a fine
touch of Stedman Caters was rung. Here we were met again by the coach and we set of to ring on the 8
bells at Pickering. It was then back on
the coach to Malton station where we
encountered a problem in that all trains
to York had been at a standstill for
some considerable time due to emer-
gency engineering work. Here fate
played a helping hand in that there was
a delayed train to Liverpool that had
been standing in the platform for some
time and it was just 5 minutes later that
the engineering works were cleared and
we were on our way to York travelling
on this train. This meant that we ar-
rived into York earlier than expected
which gave us time to quench our
thirsts before ringing on the 8 at St
Martin-Le-Grand and the 6 at The Spur-
riergate Centre. The party gave its
hearty thanks to Gerry Bacon for or-
ganising an excellent day with flawless arrangements. Our thanks also go to all the incumbents, corre-
spondents and key holders of the towers we visited that made the day go so well. Chris Bassett.



BELLS IN THE LANDSCAPE - BY CHRIS HUTCHINSON

For a long time my wife, Ruth and I have been in the habit of trying to brighten up long journeys by
turning off motorways, taking to the side roads andlooking for “bell” public houses. We’ve now 
visited about half of 950 or so such pubs that have existed in the UK. Among them are some oddi-
ties, and recently we managed to visit the two “Dumb Bell” public houses. As everyone knows, a 
dumb bell is a bar with big weights at each end that strong men used to lift in Edwardian cir-

cuses. I’m sure they still exist in gyms to this day.How-
ever, as every good bellringer knows, they are similar de-
vices attached to wheels and ropes and are installed in a
few church towers so that potential ringers can learn to
handle a bell without its monotonous tolling annoying the
neighbours. One of the “Dumb Bell” pubs is on the A4 at 
Taplow, Bucks. The pub’s sign does not have a picture, 
just its name. The staff running the pub at the time of our
visit did not know how or when it got its name. The same
was true of the other “Dumb Bell” only some ten miles 
away at Horn Hill, Chalfont St Peter, Bucks, barely a mile
from Maple Cross junc-

tion on the M25. In 1981, however, the owners decided that the
sign should have a picture on it. They looked into the matter and
found that the only possible reason found for the pub’s name was 
that in the Wars of the Roses a Lancastrian, Neville Audley, a
nephew of the Earl of Warwick, was being held some 15 miles
away in Chertsey Abbey. He was due to be executed when the
curfew bell tolled. A reprieve had been requested from King Ed-

ward IV but at the ap-
pointed hour the mes-
senger had not re-
turned. Neville’s lover, 
Blanche Heriot, there-
fore prevented the bell
being rung by holding on
to its clapper. The mes-
senger arrived within
the hour and Neville was saved. The owners decided to
illustrate this event on their pub sign. However, the story
does not end there. If you go to Chertsey you might find
yourself driving along Bell Bridge Road or asking staff at the
Curfew Bell Garage to repair your car. At the end of the
Chertsey Bridge is a statue by Sheila Mitchell showing the
curfew bell with Blanche Heriot holding on to it. The
original bell is in nearby St Peters church. But the story
does not end there either. There was a discussion a year
or so ago about bells in music. Did “Hang on the Bell, 
Nellie” get a mention?  The story of Blanche’s exploit 

crossed the Atlantic where Connor, Erard and Parker turned it into a popular song. Between the
late 1930s and the 1960s this was recorded by artists( who, I have to say, I have never heard of)
like Beatrice Kay, Ray Boguslav, The Chad Mitchell Trio and Joe Hickson. (I also have to say that
the song alludes to the electric chair, even though I’m sure such things were not available in 15th 
century Britain) You can all discover this too, simply by turning off the M25 at Maple Cross and
driving up a side road!
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2011 SUBSCRIPTIONS
2011 subscriptions are now due and a 2011 subs form is included with this mailing of Wheeltapper

Those of you who have not paid for 2010 yet can also submit your subs for that year.

Subs should be sent in the post to the Treasurer or can be paid in person at any Guild meeting.
Please make sure that cheques are made payable to   “The Guild of Railway Ringers”   - It makes
paying them into the account so much easier if made out correctly! Thanks for your help!

Sue Bassett - Treasurer.

Some of you may be familiar with the old line between Luton and Dunstable in Bedfordshire and you
may also be familiar with the long-running plans to turn the old alignment into a new-fangled guided
busway—just like the one that runs - or not! (ha, ha, ha) between Cambridge and St.Ives. This farce
has been going on ever since the line shut. Well, recently, our intrepid photographers noticed that
the contractors, rather optimistically, had obviously tried to introduce a guided busway with minimum
expenditure!  This is possibly an example of the Government’s integrated transport policy in action?  
Converting to a busway but retaining the option for rail operation?

It’ll never catch on!  In happier days on the branch - when the rails were the sole domain of proper
trains, a special was run with a Crompton and 4TC set and named the ‘Dunstabelle’ (below):

DUNSTABELLE & RAILBUS EXPLOITS - AND THEY CALL IT PROGRESS!
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Chairman - Chris Bassett:

23 Hanmer Way, STAPLEHURST, Kent, TN12 0NR.

Telephone 01580 891917.

Email: chrisnsuebassett@tiscali.co.uk

Secretary - Chris Mew:

82 Coventry Road, WARWICK, CV34 5HH.

Telephone 01926 402273.

Email: grrsecretary@aol.com

Treasurer - Sue Bassett:

23 Hanmer Way, STAPLEHURST, Kent, TN12 0NR.

Telephone 01580 891917.

Email: chrisnsuebassett@tiscali.co.uk

Wheeltapper Editor - Tony Manktelow:

19 Bull Close, BOZEAT, Northamptonshire, NN29 7LR.

Telephone 01933 665113.

Mobile 07771 612321

Email: grrwheeltapper@aol.com

GUILD OFFICER CONTACT DETAILS

COPY DATES FOR WHEELTAPPER

Now that production of Wheeltapper is divorced from my old role of Secretary/Treasurer, I have
put in place copy dates to get news into Wheeltapper prior to Guild events. Copy dates are as fol-
lows:

2011 Spring Wheeltapper - copy date is 12th April 2011;

2011 Summer Wheeltapper - copy date is 10th June 2011;

2011 Autumn Wheeltapper - copy date is 31st August 2011;

2011/2012 Winter Wheeltapper - copy date is 31st January 2012;

Please submit all articles by these dates - this is particularly relevant to tour organisers!

Belated best wished to Martin and Eve
who were married in Basingstoke on 9th
July 2010. As you can imaging, there was
lots of ringing on the day!

Congratulations to Martin & Eve
Boult of Basingstoke!

Weatherspoons in Newbury opens
but where was our Weatherspoons

spotter?

I was intrigued to see that Geoff Dodd or-
ganised a quarter peal in Newbury in July
2010 to celebrate the opening of the new
Weatherspoons public house. Looking
through the list of ringers, I was surprised to
see that our intrepid Weatherspoons spot-
ter was not part of the band! I can only as-
sume that Mr Casserley had already grabbed
the establishment and was elsewhere or he
was relaxing in the establishment with a pint
of grog happily listening to the ringing?



Email Wheeltapper at:

grrwheeltapper@aol.com

WHEELTAPPER BY EMAIL & THE E-BULLETIN SERVICE

A growing number of members now receive their Wheeltapper by email. If you want to join them, please email the Editor:
grrwheeltapper@aol.com Please note though that the Wheeltapper does tend to be a big pdf file and can be very slow
downloading if you don’t have a broadband connection.  You will also receive e-bulletins by email in addition to Wheeltapper.
These keep you up-to-date with Guild news as it happens!

If you do subscribe by email, remember to tell the Editor of any email address changes!

Tony Manktelow.

Guild Secretary
82 Coventry Road

Warwick

Phone: 01926 402273
Mobile: 07786 728509

E-mail: grrsecretary@aol.com

THE GUILD OF RAILWAY
RINGERS

19th February 2011:

GRR Winter tour to Ipswich.

26th March 2011:
Ringing World anniversary day in London - see page
6 for details.

7th May 2011: NOTE DATE CHANGE!

GRR Spring tour to Liverpool.

Please note the date change for this meeting!

2nd July 2011:
GRR AGM at the Gloucestershire & Warwickshire
Railway.

10th September 2011:
GRR Autumn tour to Peak Rail at Matlock in Derby-
shire.

Please note that other events can be held in addition
to these dates. Please feel free to volunteer to ar-
range a tour!

Guild events are also advertised in The Ringing
World.

Chris Mew - Secretary

GUILD DIARY—MAKE A RECORD OF THE DATES

Seen in America! - where else?

Our cover photo is taken from a pub sign in Rugby. Obviously
times have been hard for Wheeltappers. The sign used to say
‘Wheeltappers’ but the inevitable re-organisations led to a re-
duction in establishment and it was renamed to the singular
’Wheeltapper’!  At least it has survived further renaming!


